Primary squamous cell carcinoma of the brain. A rare autopsy case.
In the present study, a rare autopsy case of primary squamous cell carcinoma of the brain is described. The patient was a 49-year-old man who showed brainstem symptoms and signs. These included oculomotor, abducens and facial palsies, dysphagia, dysarthria, and long tract signs such as quadriplegia with Babinski's signs during the 3-year and 6-month course of his illness. Neuropathologically, poorly differentiated squamous cell carcinoma was seen in the pons, medulla oblongata, part of the midbrain and spinal cord, the base of the cerebellum, the hypothalamus, the optic chiasm, and the left parahippocampal gyrus. The base of the pons and medulla oblongata were extensively destroyed by tumor cells. The relevant literature regarding primary squamous cell carcinomas of the brain was reviewed, and the characteristic features of this rare condition were discussed.